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John 15:13 ESV 
Greater love has no one than this, that 

someone lay down his life for his friends. 



 2 

Introducing John Brenz 
 
Last month (actually in March), I wrote about Martin Luther’s participation in the Marburg Colloquy and his 
insistence that the proper understanding of the Lord’s Supper comes from a straightforward interpretation of 
the words, “This is,” when Jesus says, “This is my body.” But Luther also had some friends with him, who oc-
casionally stepped in and took part in the debate. 

One of those friends was a young Swabian pastor and theologian by the name of John (Johannes) Brenz. 
Brenz was a fierce defender of the evangelical position associated with Martin Luther, but he was an inde-
pendent thinker in many ways. Before Martin Luther began to develop his argument for the bodily presence of 
Christ in the Lord’s Supper, John Brenz had already taken up the issue in response to another reformer 
named John Oecolampadius (pronounced echo – lamb – PAH – dius and is translated as “house light”).  

Oecolampadius was, like Ulrich Zwingli, a Swiss reformer. He held a similar view to Zwingli, but maintained 
that the words, “This is my body,” should be interpreted as, “This is a symbol of my body.” The reason for 
both Zwingli’s and Oecolampadius’ positions, which are essentially the same, is that it is the nature of a body 
to be in one place at any given time. 

John Brenz’s answer—which he further developed over the course of his career and life—was that the human 
nature of Jesus, which includes His body, receives divine attributes and powers from the divine nature. His 
position is what became known as the genus maiestaticum, or the “kind of majesty.” The genus maiestaticum 
states that, in the incarnation, the divine nature of the Son of God communicates its attributes, including om-
nipresence, to the human nature. 

So to simplify his response without fancy theological terms, the body of Christ can indeed be present in more 
than one location at a time because it is also the body of God’s Son. 

Next time: What does Ephesians have to do with it? 

On a separate note, as you may have seen on the news, Chicago police departments have been hosting refu-
gees as they transition to more permanent housing arrangements. Our very own 16th district has reached 
out to local faith communities about providing meals during the interim when they have not secured re-
sources.  

Please be on the lookout in the coming days and weeks for details about opportunities for us at St. John's to 
help out our neighbors in need. 

 In Christ, 

under the cross, 

Pastor Ehrhard 
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Ladies Book Club: In May The Ladies Book Club will be reading Slavery by Another 
Name by Douglas A. Blackmon. This Pulitzer Prize winning historical exposé illumi-
nates one of the most shameful chapters in American history in the South, from the 
aftermath of the Civil War through the dawn of WW II. It reveals the re-emergence 
of human labor trafficking and the companies that profited the most. The Ladies 
Book Club continues to meet via ZOOM on the last Tuesday of the month at 
7:30PM. Please contact Betty Carey if you would like to join us.  

From the Principal: All St. John’s constituents are invited to comment on St. John’s Lutheran School’s mission and 
vision statements and core values. St. John’s school parents have been given the opportunity via the school’s news-
letter and faculty/staff have the opportunity to do so in their annual review of the school and faculty handbooks. St. 
John’s Lutheran Church members also are invited to comment on the statements. 
 
Listed below are St. John’s Mission and Vision Statements as well as our Core Values. These were revised and 
adopted though participation in CLEF’s Chicagoland Principal 360 program. Please send your comments regarding 
these statements to me at principal@stjohnschicago.org. Submitted comments will be considered in any potential 
revisions. 
 
Mission Statement: 
“St. John’s Lutheran School exists to provide a Christ-centered education in a safe environment to a culturally di-
verse student body that engages the whole child through an innovative academic program that promotes a love of 
learning and a life of service.” 
 
Vision Statement: 
“St. John’s Lutheran School will be known for equipping learners from diverse backgrounds to become empathetic 
and loving citizens who positively impact their community and world by living out the Gospel of Jesus through a life 
of service.” 
 
Core Values: 
Faith | Family | Community | Love | Service | Academic Excellence 
Principal Green 

June 2022 Voters Meeting: The Voters Meeting will take place on Sunday, June 11th at 10:15AM. We will pre-
sent the next fiscal year budget and conduct elections for the 2023-2025 term.  

Ascension Day Service: St. John’s will have a Divine Service for the Ascension of Our Lord on Thursday, May 18th 
at 7PM.  

Trustees News: New LED lights are being installed in the school and roof repairs are ongoing.  

 

mailto:principal@stjohnschicago.org
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Music News and Confirmation Photos: During Lent and Easter St. John's was blessed to 
have several musicians add their talents to our worship services. Our thanks to Sarah Bal-
sters (bassoon), Gretal Erhard (flute), Jon McGahan, Don Anderson (trumpets), Dan Garza 
and Ross Nuccio (trombones) for giving of their talents. Our Chancel Bell Choir also rang on 
Maundy Thursday and Easter Morning. Thank you to Laura, Katherine, Sarah, Barb, Renee, 
Don, Karen, Cheryl, Gretal and Meghan.  
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Lutheran Radio Station Worldwide KFUO Find and Listen at: 

kfuo.org and follow us at Facebook.com/KFUOradio. 

Issues, Etc.—Weekdays @ 3PM CST or ON DEMAND via Web-
site! Christ-centered, Cross-focused talk radio.  

Law and Gospel—Weekdays @ 9:30AM CST or ON DEMAND via 
Website! This is a program that uses the theological distinctions be-
tween Law and Gospel not only to apply the Bible but also to under-
stand our relationship to the holy Trinity, our gracious salvation be-
cause of Jesus Christ and how to interpret reality the way God thinks. 

Faith’n’Family—Weekdays @ 10AM CST or ON DEMAND via Website!  

Faith’n’Family is a program that lets family’s keep their Lutheran faith first as we praise God for the gift He has given 
us in our children, parents, grandparents, and even the in-laws!  Every day, Faith’n’Family will have an expert on the 
show to discuss life issues such as money management, dealing with divorce, adoption, how to raise children to lead a 
God-centered life in a very non-Christian world, and more.  And the best part of all, you can be part of the show by call-
ing in with your questions and comments for our expert! While Faith ‘N Family at KFUO is well aware of the fast-paced 
world of today, we want to keep the focus of raising our family and yours on what’s really important—making Christ 
known for generations to come! 

Cross Defense—Mondays @ 2pm CST or ON DEMAND via Website!  

When a skeptic questions us about our faith, or when we ourselves have questions about what we believe, how do we 
answer them? Learn how to address modern-day issues and tough arguments levied against faith, and how to engage 
these conversations with intelligence and grace. Join us and discover how to share your faith clearly and lovingly.   

Free to be Faithful — 3rd Wednesday of the Month @ 2:30PM CST or ON DEMAND via Website!  

Free to be Faithful is very specific in addressing public policy matters that impact our LCMS community. It is often topi-
cal and linked to contemporary issues, such as political elections or the March for Life. the analytical program regularly 
has experts and observers interpreting the issues at hand and suggesting courses of action. Listen to high-caliber 
guests discussing in-depth knowledge of issues with host Kip Allen.  

http://www.des08.com/t/26105464/678089331/25025425/0/
http://www.facebook.com/kfuoradio
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May 2023 Stewardship Newsletter from the LCMS 
 

Our Savior calls us to follow Him in generosity. “For I have given you an example, that you also should do 
just as I have done to you” (John 13:15). We cannot give our lives for the salvation of the world, of 
course. Praise God, that job’s already done! But with hearts full of thanksgiving for what Jesus has given 
us, we can follow His example of generous giving. And Jesus’ generosity is not merely an example. Our 
Lord also commands us to act according to our gifts: “The one who contributes, [let him give] in gener-
osity” (Rom. 12:8). 
 
So, when we bring offerings to the Lord, we should strive to heed His command and follow the pattern 
He has established for us. Jesus did not give us leftovers. He gave His best. We should not give lefto-
vers, either, but the first and best of what He has given us. Jesus did not give as an afterthought — He 
gave according to the plan of salvation God established from the foundation of the world. So, when it 
comes to our own offerings, we should make a thoughtful plan to give generously, in proportion to the 
way He has blessed us. Like the Macedonian Christians, who gave according to their ability, and even 
beyond their ability (2 Cor. 8:3), we should honor the Lord by giving a generous portion of the income 
that God provides us. 
 
We should also give freely, just as Jesus gave freely for us. There is no compulsion involved in our works 
of love and our offerings to the Lord. We do not give grudgingly, but willingly and cheerfully, each “as he 
has decided in his heart,” as the Lord says (2 Cor. 9:7). There is no New Testament ceremonial law in-
volved here. Rather, we are free to give as generously as our Savior has given for us! 
 
In the same way, our Lord teaches us to give generously out of our love for Him and for our neighbor. 
Jesus shows us that genuine love is always love “in deed” (1 John 3:18). It is love that sees our neigh-
bor in need and gives generously to help him. It is love that hears the Word of the Lord and does what it 
says. If we truly love, we give generously. If we give without love, our giving is not truly following Jesus. 
 
Finally, we follow Jesus in generosity when we support His Gospel ministry and other works of mercy. 
The people of Israel gave generously to construct and support the operation of the tabernacle, for that 
was the place where the Lord received the Old Testament sacrifices, through which He bestowed the 
forgiveness of sins on His people. So, they gave abundantly, so abundantly 
they had to be told to stop giving! (Ex. 36:5–6). In the same way, we should 
bring generous offerings to support the Lord’s work. We support our con-
gregations in the preaching of His Word, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, 
which bestow His gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation, and we take care of 
those who are poor and needy. 
 
Our Savior calls us to follow His example in generous giving. Let us then, 
with thankful hearts, rededicate ourselves to following Him in generosity. 


