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St. Johnôs Lutheran Church and School     4939 W. Montrose Ave., Chicago, IL 60641     773-736-1112 

John 15:13 ESV 
Greater love has no one than this, that 
someone lay down his life for his friends. 
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Why I Got the COVID-19 Vaccine 
 
As vaccination for Covid-19 becomes more widely available, there has also been a significant amount 
of skepticism about whether a person½especially a Christian½should receive the vaccine. Questions 
~mzsq,r~{y,¤tq¡tq~,¡tq,£moouzq ,m~q, mrq8,¤tq¡tq~,¡tq¦¸~q,qrrqo¡u£q8,mzp,¤tq¡tq~,¡tq¦, ¢||{~¡,¡tq,
abortion industry. These are the kinds of questions theological ethics addresses, not just from a 
ground of reason, but reason informed by the Gospel.  

I was among the first in our congregation to get a Covid-19 vaccine since I was eligible as a staff 
yqynq~,{r,_¡:,V{tz¸ ,X¢¡tq~mz,_ot{{x:,U,tm£q,~qoqu£qp,n{¡t,p{ q ,{r,¡tq,Y{pq~zm,£moouzq8,mzp,tm£q,
been fully vaccinated against Covid-19 since March 20th. I still abide by public health guidelines, such 
m ,¤qm~uzs,m,rmoq,o{£q~uzs,¤tqz,U¸y,uz,|¢nxuo,mzp,m£{upuzs,ox{ q,mzp,q¥¡qzpqp,o{z¡mo¡,¤u¡t,¡t{ q,
outside of my household, and I will continue to do so until we come out of the pandemic as a commu-
zu¡¦:,U¡¸ ,y¦,p¢¡¦,m ,m,Ot~u ¡umz,¡{, mo~uruoq,y¦,o{yr{~¡ ,mzp,r~qqp{y ,r{~,¡tq,s{{p,{r,y¦,zqustn{~,
(c.f. Ephesians 5:21; Galatians 5:13; 1 Peter 2:16). Service of the neighbor is one of the principles of 
theological ethics. 

cu¡t,~q |qo¡,¡{,¡tq,£moouzq¸ , mrq¡¦,mzp,qrrqo¡u£qzq  8,U,my,z{¡,m,xqmpuzs,m¢¡t{~u¡¦:,T{¤q£q~8,U,wz{¤,
that my side effects were relatively minor and that major reactions are extremely rare. Both of the 
mRNA vaccines (Moderna and Pfizer) are remarkably effective according to reports and better than 
many other vaccines that are commonly used, including the flu vaccine. The Johnson & Johnson vac-
cine is less effective, but still provides significant protection. With all three vaccines, if a vaccinated 
person contracts Covid-19, they are likely to have a less severe case; hospitalization and death is 
virtually eliminated. I recognize that analyzing data in real time leads to only provisional conclusions 
and that these results are subject to change. But the overwhelming bulk of data indicates that the 
individual cost of vaccination is mild side-effects while the benefit is a high level of immunity against 
this novel virus.  

Another benefit is that vaccinated people help slow commu-
nity spread. This is an important aspect for considering the 
ethics of vaccination from a Christian perspective. With a 
vaccine, I no longer pose a serious threat to those who are 
most vulnerable. Christian ethics is always oriented toward 
what is best for my neighbor. 

(continued on next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 

Now, what about support of the abortion industry? I am as pro-life as it gets. In fact, about six years ago, my wife and I decided to 
put our pro-life beliefs into action and invest tens of thousands of dollars into adoption in order to provide a safe and healthy home 
for a child who would ordinarily be a candidate for abortion. I take the pro-life position very seriously.  

With respect to vaccinations, the life issues fall into two camps: conspiracies and rumors on the one hand, and the facts on the 
other hand. For instance, there is no vaccine that injects fetal cells into a human being, aborted or otherwise. Perpetuating ru-
mors that distort the truth do not help the pro-life cause and can actually do damage to the pro-life movement because it detracts 
from well-reasoned arguments based on facts. 

All of the current Covid-19 vaccines in our country make use of cells derived from aborted fetuses in some way. This is a fact that 
is not disputed by either side. Johnson & Johnson uses these cells in the production of their vaccine, while Moderna and Pfizer 
use them for testing. For Christians, the ethical question is whether the use of these vaccines makes you a participant in abortion. 
My conclusion is that they do not, for the following reasons. 

The cells in use for both the manufacture and testing of certain vaccines have been propagated from tissues obtained from victims 
of elective abortions at least three decades ago. These cells are not directly harvested from aborted fetuses, and, more im-
|{~¡mz¡x¦8,z{,zq¤,mn{~¡u{z ,m~q,zqoq  m~¦,r{~,mz¦,{r,¡tq,¡qotzu}¢q ,uz£{x£qp:,R¢~¡tq~y{~q8,¡tq,zq¤q~,y^ZM,¡qotz{x{s¦,p{q z¸¡,
depend on fetal tissue at all to exist; it only uses it for testing. To put it in philosophical terms, the vaccine is not a final or teleo-
logical cause of abortion. Or, to put it in more everyday terms, the Covid-19 vaccines do not create a market for abortion. In fact, 
 uzoq,¡tq,y^ZM,£moouzq ,p{z¸¡,pq|qzp,{z,mz¦,¡u  ¢q,m¡,mxx8,¡tq¦,o{¢xp,o~qm¡q,¡tq,o{zpu¡u{z ,uz,¤tuot,¢ q,{r,rq¡mx,¡u  ¢q,u ,{bso-
lete. 

The Roman Catholilc Church, with whom we stand on life issues, has also taught similarly in its instruction Dignitas personae 
(personal dignity). The use of therapies developed from illicit sources is not inherently unethical, they conclude. At the same time, 
a Christian also has the ethical obligation to advocate for therapies that do not depend on illicit sources. In addition to the Roman 
Catholic Church, many prominent evangelicals have also reached similar conclusions. 

These are purely reasoned ethical conclusions, though. To examine it from a theological point of view, we can look to the theology 
of the cross. Luther said that the theology of the cross is about calling a thing what it is. The world often calls what is good bad 
mzp,¤tm¡,u ,nmp,s{{p:,`tq,o~{  ,{r,Ot~u ¡8,t{¤q£q~8,uz£q~¡ ,mxx,¡tq,¤{~xp¸ , otqyq :,cq,tm£q,m,S{p,¤t{, |qoumxu§q ,uz,¡¢~zuzs evil 
uz¡{,s{{p:,¹M ,r{~,¦{¢8,¦{¢,yqmz¡,q£ux,msmuz ¡,yq8,n¢¡,S{p,yqmz¡,u¡,r{~,s{{p8,¡{,n~uzs,u¡,mn{¢¡,¡tm¡,ymz¦,|q{|xq, t{¢xp,nq,wqpt 
mxu£q8,m ,¡tq¦,m~q,¡{pm¦º,4Sqzq u ,A<F><5:,¹Mzp,¤q,wz{¤,¡tm¡,r{~,¡t{ q,¤t{,x{£q,S{p,mxx,¡tuzs ,¤{~w,¡{sq¡tq~,r{~,s{{p8,r{~,¡tose 
¤t{,m~q,omxxqp,moo{~puzs,¡{,tu ,|¢~|{ qº,4^{ymz ,DF>D5:,a uzs,m,s{{p,¡tm¡,{~usuzm¡q ,uz,q£ux,u ,z{¡,mz,q£ux:,cq,|~{oxmuy,¡tu  every 
¤qqw,¤tqz,¤q,sm¡tq~,m ,m,o{zs~qsm¡u{z,¡{,qm¡,mzp,p~uzw,m,s{{p,¡tm¡,S{p,n~{¢st¡,{¢¡,{r,¡tq,q£ux,{r,mz,uzz{oqz¡,ymz¸ ,q¥qo¢¡u{z; as 
{r¡qz,m ,¦{¢,qm¡,¡tu ,n~qmp,mzp,p~uzw,¡tu ,o¢|,¦{¢,|~{oxmuy,¡tq,X{~p¸ ,pqm¡t,¢z¡ux,Tq,o{yq : 

In conclusion, vaccination lies in the realm of adiaphora. It is neither commanded nor forbidden by God. Whether to receive a Covid
-19 vaccine is a matter of freedom, and no one should be compelled to go against conscience. However, consciences should be 
well-informed, and they must be oriented toward the good of the neighbor. When presented with an ethical decision in the realm of 
mpum|t{~m8,m,Ot~u ¡umz,y¢ ¡,mx¤m¦ ,m w8,¹ctm¡,su£q ,sx{~¦,¡{,S{pKº,mzp8,¹ctm¡,nq ¡, q~£q ,y¦,zqustn{~Kº 

While I am not a leading authority on vaccine safety and effectiveness, I have invested many years of study in theology and reflec-
tion on theological ethics in particular. I decided to get the vaccine. 

In Christ, under the cross, 

 

Pastor Ehrhard 
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Ladies Book Club: In May, the Ladies Book Club will be reading Broken Glass 
by Alex Beam. This true story recounts the creation of an architectural mas-
terpiece, The Farnsworth House, commissioned by Edith Farnsworth in 1945, 
designed and built outside of Chicago by Mies van der Rohe, a world renown 
architect in 1951. It details their friendship which deteriorated into a bitter 
feud over love, money, gender and the nature of art. The Ladies Book Club 
meets via Zoom the last Tuesday of the month at 7:30PM. Please contact 
Betty Carey if you would like to join us.  

From the Principal: ¹_qz¡,¡{,_q~£qº,u ,_¡:,V{tz¸ ,¡tqyq,r{~,¡tu , ot{{x,¦qm~: It is based on Matthew 20:28 
¼ ¹`tq,_{z,{r,Ymz,omyq,z{¡,¡{,nq, q~£qp,n¢¡,¡{, q~£q8,mzp,¡{,su£q,tu ,xurq,m  m,~mz {y,r{~,ymz¦º: While 
themes provide focus for an organization, if the theme is not acted upon, it becomes mere words. So how 
is ¹_qz¡,¡{,_q~£qº being lived {¢¡,m¡,_¡:,V{tz¸ K 

1. On Thursday, April 22nd _¡:,V{tz¸ ,Tust,_ot{{x,\~q|, ¡¢pqz¡ ,mzp,¡tqu~,¡qmotq~ ,|~mo¡uoqp,nquzs,¹_qz¡,
¡{,_q~£qº,by spending a portion of their afternoon helping to clean up Wilson Park. 

2. Mx {8,{z,`t¢~ pm¦8,_¡:,V{tz¸ ,|m~qz¡,Y~:,Yq~oqp,|~mo¡uoqp,nquzs,¹_qz¡,¡{,_q~£qº by spending his 
y{~zuzs,oxqmzuzs,¢|,¡tq,_¡:,V{tz¸ ,\xm¦s~{¢zp,m ,¤qxx,m ,oxqmzuzs,¢|,¡tq,ot¢~ot,s~{¢zp : 

3. _¡:,V{tz¸ ,\`X,|~mo¡uoqp,nquzs,¹_qz¡,¡{,_q~£qº but setting up and running the very successful virtual 
auction. 

4. `¤{,_¡:,V{tz¸ ,|m~qz¡ ,Y~:,T{¦{ ,mzp,Y~ :,\mzo{~£{,m  u ¡,¤u¡t,¡mwuzs, ¡¢pqz¡,¡qy|q~m¡¢~q ,m¡,¡tq,
beginning of each school day. They too are practicing being ¹_qz¡,¡{,_q~£qº: 

5. _¡:,V{tz¸ ,¡qmotq~ ,mzp, ¡mrr,~qs¢xm~x¦,|~mo¡uoq,nquzs,¹_qz¡,¡{,_q~£qº,by going above and beyond what 
their official job duties are.  

6. _¡:,V{tz¸ ,ot¢~ot,yqynq~ ,Y~:,N¦mxx,mzp,Y~:,Wz¢q||qx,m~q,~qs¢xm~x¦,{z,omy|¢ ,mpp~q  uzs,ymuz¡q9
nance issues. _¡:,V{tz¸ ,u ,nxq  qp,¡tm¡,¡tq¦,ot{{ q,¡{,nq,¹_qz¡,¡{,_q~£qº:    

Mxx,{r,¡t{ q,yqz¡u{zqp,mn{£q, q~£q,nqom¢ q,¡tq¦,x{£q,_¡:,V{tz¸ : I believe that they also are doing as Je-
sus did ¼ ¹̀ tq,_{z,{r,Ymz,omyq,z{¡,¡{,nq, q~£qp,n¢¡,¡{, q~£qº:,U,¡tmzw,S{p,¡tm¡,_¡:,V{tz¸ ,tm , {,ymz¦,
servants. How is God calling you to be ¹_qz¡,¡{,_q~£qºK 

Ascension Day Service: _¡:,V{tz¸ ,¤uxx,tm£q,m,Pu£uzq,_q~£uoq,r{~,¡tq,
Ascension of Our Lord on Thursday, May 13th at 7PM. 

Thank You: To our youngest ever Easter decorating crew!         
(pictured here):  
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Help Needed: _¡:,V{tz¸ ,zqqp,tqx|,uz,q£q~¦,om|mou¡¦:,cq,zqqp,|q{|xq,¡{, q~£q,{z,`~¢ ¡qq 8,Qxpq~ 8,
Youth, Usher, Altar Guild, etc. Please contact neubauer.adam@gmail.com if you can serve.   

May 2021 Voters Meeting: The Voters Meeting will take place on Sunday, May 23rd at 9:15AM in 
the church. We will elect new board members for a two-year term. We will also consider the fol-
lowing amendments to our by-laws, all located in Section V. The proposed changes are reflected 
in red to green.  

The Board of Christian Education shall consist of six to nine (6-9) at least three members, one of 
whom shall serve as chariman.  

The Board of Elders shall consist of six to nine (6-9) at least three members, one of whom shall 
serve as chairman of the Board. 

The Board of Trustees shall consist of six to nine (6-9) at least five members, one of whom shall 
serve as chairman of the Board. 

GoFundMe Shut Down: GoFundMe Charity announced that they are discontinuing their platform 
this year. Therefore, the Mission and Ministry of St. John's Campaign has ended.  
 
We would like to express our appreciation of your support of this successful campaign. We raised 
$80,076 of our $100,000 goal in seven months. We have no doubt we would have exceeded our 
goal if GoFundMe had not shut down.  
 
Going forward, if you would like to support St. John's electronically from your computer, please 
click this link8,¤tq~q,¦{¢,omz,o~qm¡q,mz,{zxuzq,|~{ruxq,ur,¦{¢,tm£qz¸¡,p{zq, {,mx~qmp¦:, 
 
If you would like to support St. John's electronically from your mobile device, Download the Give 
Plus app here for Android or here for iPhone. Then, search by zip code 60641 and select St. 
V{tz¸ ,Q£:,X¢¡tq~mz,Ot¢~ot: 
 
If you need any assistance, please contact neubauer.adam@gmail.com. Thank you for your joyous 
~q |{z q,¡{,S{p¸ ,nxq  uzs -, 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRkfRZvJq6jPyGzKDAg2WNiyhjXsUKRLlmI4vCU4-rZZZ2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouWPDcaIIbaCd-mnWAcB3K2U=&ver=3
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.vanco.gpm
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/give/id1120840616
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