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St. John’s Lutheran Church and School     4939 W. Montrose Ave., Chicago, IL 60641     773-736-1112 

John 14:6-7 ESV 
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the 

truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. 7If you had known me, you 

would have known my Father also. From now on 
you do know Him and have seen Him.” 
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From the Pastor: To Fill All Things  
  
The book of Ephesians is an extended commentary on the ascension of Jesus. The letter’s introduction indicates that 
the Father blesses us from “the heavenly places” (Eph. 1:3), and that this blessing was predestined from before the 
foundation of the world. St. Paul continues that the power of God was at work in Christ “when he [the Father] raised him 
[Jesus] from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and pow-
er and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come” (Eph.1:20–21).  

The consequence of the resurrection and ascension is that “he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over 
all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all” (Eph. 1:22–23). But what does it mean 
to “fill all in all”? 

St. Paul returns to this theme in the fourth chapter, as he speaks of the new life that we have in Christ. “But grace was 
given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift. Therefore it says, ‘When he ascended on high he led a 
host of captives, and he gave gifts to men.’ (In saying, ‘He ascended,’ what does it mean but that he had also descend-
ed into the lower regions, the earth? He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that 
he might fill all things.)” (Eph. 5:7–10). 

Two things are notable about this passage. First, St. Paul quotes Psalm 68:18, but he inverts it. The Psalm says, “You 
ascended on high leading a host of captives in your train and receiving gifts among men.” But now, St. Paul writes, he 
gives gifts. This shows that Christ is the one and only gift or sacrifice that is pleasing to God. Having accomplished that 
God-pleasing sacrifice, He now sits un heaven to give gifts. Christ inverts the scheme from sacrifice to sacrament. 

Second, He fills all things. From the lowest regions of the earth to the highest. Jesus Christ, with His united and insep-
arable human nature, now transcends space in such a way that He is everywhere. But although He is present every-
where, there is a particular presence that is associated with His Word. With the preached Word, Jesus says, “The 
one who hears you hears Me” (Luke 10:16). With Holy Baptism, Jesus says, “Behold, I am with you always, to the end 
of the age” (Matt. 28:20). And with His Supper, Jesus says, “This is my body.”  

He who fills all in all fills up the gifts He gives from the heavenly places in order to fill you with His grace. 

In Christ,  
under the cross, 
Pastor Ehrhard 
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From the Principal: St. John’s students completed the 2022-2023 quarterly cycle of the 
Measure of Academic Progress Tests during the first two weeks of May. The school wide 
composite percentile scores are in the table below. A 50% is considered average.  

 

 
I want to take a moment to thank the members of St. John’s for the support provided to 
me during my tenure here. While it wasn’t easy, I believe I leave St. John’s Lutheran 
School in a better place than when I arrived. Mechanisms are in place that if followed will 
continue the stability of the school and eventually lead to growth.   
 
I truly believe that God calls people to specific places for specific reasons to serve for a 
specific time. It is clear that my time of service at St. John’s has come to an end. Sue 
and I thank you for welcoming us into the St. John’s family, even if it was for a short 
time. We pray that God continues to bless the school ministry at St. John’s. 
 
Principal Green 
 
Coke Rewards Program: St. John’s 
has collected Coca Cola product 
codes for years and the program is 
now ending. We have until the end of 
June to get these codes redeemed.  

Please send any codes that you may 
have to the office or put them in your-
self by going into CocaCola.com 
(donate to local schools) and entering 
St. John’s School. In the search area 
you can type in Lutheran, 60641 and 
St. John’s will pop up.  

Thank you.  

Subject Math Reading Language Usage Science 
Percentile Rank 62% 62% 62% 64% 
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Confirmation Class and Picnic Photos:  
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Faith’n’Family—Weekdays @ 10AM CST or ON DEMAND via Website!  

Faith’n’Family is a program that lets family’s keep their Lutheran faith first as we praise God for the gift He has given 
us in our children, parents, grandparents, and even the in-laws!  Every day, Faith’n’Family will have an expert on the 
show to discuss life issues such as money management, dealing with divorce, adoption, how to raise children to lead a 
God-centered life in a very non-Christian world, and more.  And the best part of all, you can be part of the show by call-
ing in with your questions and comments for our expert! While Faith ‘N Family at KFUO is well aware of the fast-paced 
world of today, we want to keep the focus of raising our family and yours on what’s really important—making Christ 
known for generations to come! 

CROSS DEFENSE—Mondays @ 2pm CST or ON DEMAND via Website!  

When a skeptic questions us about our faith, or when we ourselves have questions about what we believe, how do we 
answer them? Learn how to address modern-day issues and tough arguments levied against faith, and how to engage 
these conversations with intelligence and grace. Join us and discover how to share your faith clearly and lovingly.   

Free to be Faithful — 3rd Wednesday of the Month @ 2:30PM CST or ON DEMAND via Website!  

Free to be Faithful is very specific in addressing public policy matters that impact our LCMS community. It is often topi-
cal and linked to contemporary issues, such as political elections or the March for Life. the analytical program regularly 
has experts and observers interpreting the issues at hand and suggesting courses of action. Listen to high-caliber 
guests discussing in-depth knowledge of issues with host Kip Allen.  

Lutheran Radio Station Worldwide KFUO  

Find and Listen at kfuo.org and follow us at Facebook.com/KFUOradio. 

Issues, Etc.—Weekdays @ 3PM CST or ON DEMAND via Web-
site! Christ-centered, Cross-focused talk radio.  

Law and Gospel—Weekdays @ 9:30AM CST or ON DEMAND via 
Website! This is a program that uses the theological distinctions be-
tween Law and Gospel not only to apply the Bible but also to under-
stand our relationship to the holy Trinity, our gracious salvation be-
cause of Jesus Christ and how to interpret reality the way God thinks. 

http://www.des08.com/t/26105464/678089331/25025425/0/
http://www.facebook.com/kfuoradio
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June 2023 Stewardship Newsletter from the LCMS 
 

What Do You Want? 

One of the best-known and most-beloved psalms is Psalm 23, 
the “Shepherd Psalm.” There we learn that the Lord is our Shep-
herd. And since He is our Shepherd, we will not want. We will not 
suffer want because the Lord, our Shepherd, will lead us to green 
pastures and beside still waters. In other words, the Lord, our 
Shepherd, will provide for all that we need in both body and soul. 
 

Yet, we live as though this is not the case. We live as though we actually suffer from want, that 
the Lord, our Shepherd, will not provide for all that we need. And thus, we live as though the 
Lord is not our Shepherd. And that means that we live as though we are not the Lord’s sheep. 
 
When do we live as though the Lord is not our Shepherd? When we put anything else before 
Him and His provision for us. When we think that going to work is more important than receiv-
ing His gifts in church on Sunday (in violation of the First and Third Commandments). When we 
fail to give generously of the first fruits of what the Lord has provided for us because we don’t 
know what the future will bring (even though He has promised that He will lead us to green pas-
tures and still waters). 
 
We live as though we are not the Lord’s sheep when we think that the Lord is only in the busi-
ness of helping those who will help themselves. We act this way because our minds are set on 
earthly, temporal things and not on heavenly, eternal things. We act this way because we have 
stopped hearing the call of our Shepherd, which comes through His Word. 
 
Through the Word of God, the Shepherd calls us to Himself. Through the Word, the Holy Spirit 
gathers and enlightens us with His gifts. Through the Word, we are kept holy and nourished in 
the one true faith, the faith that follows our Shepherd wherever He leads us. He promises to 
lead us to our true home, to the land flowing with milk and honey, to a better country, not of 
this world, but a heavenly one. 
 
And so, here’s the Good News: the Lord is your Shepherd, even and especially for wayward 
sheep. For Jesus seeks and saves those who are lost. He finds the lost sheep and carries them 
back to the fold. He is the Shepherd who lays down His life for His sheep. The Lord is your Shep-
herd. Let us live as His sheep. 


