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St. Johnôs Lutheran Church and School     4939 W. Montrose Ave., Chicago, IL 60641     773-736-1112 

Romans 13:1 ESV 

¹Xq¡,q£q~¦,|q~ {z,nq, ¢nvqo¡,¡{,¡tq,s{£q~z9
ing authorities. For there is no authority 

except from God, and those that exist have 
nqqz,uz ¡u¡¢¡qp,n¦,S{p:º 
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From the Pastor: Beyond 150 

During the past year and a half, I have been particularly focused on the near future. With so many changes happening so quickly and life 
upending in unexpected ways, long-term planning found itself on the back burner. But the time is right to start thinking ahead. In just a 
rq¤,¦qm~ 8,_¡:,V{tz¸ ,¤uxx,~qmot,m, uszuruomz¡,yuxq ¡{zq,mzp,oqxqn~m¡q,u¡ ,=A<¡t,mzzu£q~ m~¦:,`tu ,u ,mz,q¥oqxxqz¡,{oom u{z,zot only to 
remember and give thanks for the past 150 years, but also to look ahead to the next 150 years.  

M¡,¡tq,Ym¦,£{¡q~ ¸,yqq¡uzs8,U,ympq,m,y{¡u{z,¡{,pu~qo¡,{¢~,=A<¡t,oqxqn~m¡u{z,n¦,o~mr¡uzs,¤qxx-defined statements of mission and vision, 
which will in turn drive us toward a renewed look at our congregational organization and governance, as well as a strategic plan for mis-
sion and ministry in a postmodern world.  

This summer will begin preliminary work toward that goal. I will be assembling a small task force and beginning preliminary evaluation of 
how we currently articulate our mission. This task force will also be charged with gathering insight from our congregation, but ultimately 
¡{,xu ¡qz,¡{,S{p¸ ,c{~p,mzp,¡{,|~m¦,r{~,¡tq,T{x¦,_|u~u¡,¡{,s¢upq,¢ ,uz,¡tq,pu~qo¡u{z,S{p,¤{¢xp,tm£q,¢ ,s{:  

_¡:,V{tz¸ ,o¢~~qz¡x¦,xmow ,mz,{~smzu§m¡u{zmx,£u u{z, ¡m¡qyqz¡:,`tu ,¤uxx,nq,¡tq,ru~ ¡, ¡q|8,mzp,m,£u u{z, ¡m¡qyqz¡,¤uxx,nq,|~esented to the 
£{¡q~¸ ,yqq¡uzs,zq¥¡,Vmz¢m~¦,r{~,mp{|¡u{z:,`tq, ¡m¡qyqz¡,{r,£u u{z, t{¢xp,pq o~unq,{¢~,s{mx8,{¢~,pq ¡uzm¡u{z8,{¢~,pu~qo¡u{z:,It should be 
concise and fairly general. Unlike the vision statements of other organizations, our vision should not arise from our own innovations and 
uymsuzm¡u{z 8,n¢¡,r~{y,S{p¸ ,c{~p:,ctq~q,p{q ,S{p,r{o¢ ,{¢~,q¦q ,mzp,{¢~,tqm~¡ K,`tm¡¸ ,¤tm¡,¤q,zqqp,¡{,om|¡¢~q,uz,m,rq¤, t{~t 
words.  

ctq~q,¡tq, ¡m¡qyqz¡,{r,£u u{z,u ,y{~q,sqzq~mx,mzp,mn ¡~mo¡,4¡t{¢st,s~{¢zpqp,uz,S{p¸ ,c{~p58,¡tq,yu  u{z, ¡m¡qyqz¡, t{¢xp,nq,m little 
more detailed and task-oriented. Dr. Russel Dawn of Concordia University Chicago describes the mission statement as a rudder that 
works mostly under the surface, to direct us toward our destination.  

_¡:,V{tz¸ ,|~q qz¡x¦,pq o~unq ,u¡ ,yu  u{z,uz,M~¡uoxq,UUU,{r,u¡ ,o{z ¡u¡¢¡u{zF 

The mission of this Congregation shall be to provide pastoral care for its members, to teach the Word of God and administer 
the Sacraments, to preserve purity of doctrine, to exercise Christian love and fellowship, to provide for the Christian training 
of the young, and to extend the Kingdom of God. 

R¢~¡tq~y{~q8,_¡:,V{tz¸ ,X¢¡tq~mz,_ot{{x,tm ,¡tq,r{xx{¤uzs,yu  u{zF 

St. John's mission is to help families pass their faith in the Lord Jesus on to their children through a Christ-centered educa-
tional program and to help children fully develop their God-given gifts. 

Both of these statements are good. However, both of them need to be evaluated against a clear statement of vision and the situation of 
our 21st century post-Christian world. This will be the main task for next May, as the task force continues to develop a strong and clear 
statement of mission for both church and school. 

Then, over the course of the following year, these two statements will help us shape our organizational life together. How do we carry 
out this mission? How do we govern ourselves to keep us point in the right direction? What should our workers, both professional and 
volunteer, do on a daily basis to shepherd us further down this path?  

Mx{zs,¡tq,¤m¦8,¤q¸xx,ymwq, ¢~q,¡{,oqxqn~m¡q,=A<:,Uz,rmo¡8,¤q, t{¢xp,¡mwq,mz,qz¡u~q,¦qm~,¡{,oqxqn~m¡q:,Mzp,¡tqz,
use that celebration to propel us beyond 150. 

 
In Christ, under the cross, 

Pastor Ehrhard 
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From the Principal: `tq,qzp,{r,¦qm~,rmo¢x¡¦,yqq¡uzs,pq£{¡u{z,r{o¢ qp,{z,¹_mnnm¡t,^q ¡º:,`tq,`tq{x{s¦,m¡,c{~w,nx{s,
su£q ,¡t~qq,~qm {z ,r{~,¹_mnnm¡t,^q ¡º: 

1. We are designed to rest. (Genesis 1:27, 2:3; Exodus 20:8-11)   
2. Sabbath is a form of worship. (Exodus 16:1-36) 
3. Sabbath is meant for our good. (Mark 2:27) 

I thought it was appropriate for teachers and myself to refocus after dealing with all of the issues that COVID-19 
presented for the last one-and-one-tmxr,¦qm~ :,R{~,_¡:,V{tz¸ ,¡qmotq~ ,mzp,y¦ qxr8,¹_mnnm¡t,^q ¡º,mxx{¤ ,r{~,¡tq,
following. 

1. Even though we are not in the building every day, we are still working. Teachers and myself are partici-
pating in professional development activities and making plans for the 2021-2022 school year. We are 
also taking time to rest from the day to day activities that the school year presents. 

2. Faculty has been encouraged to take some time for personal Bible Study. For myself, I have dedicated 
time each week for in depth devotional reading.   

3. We are resting. Taking time to refresh, renew and reenergize will allow all of us to greet the students 
and parents with enthusiasm when we return to school in August.   

Uz,{¡tq~,zq¤ 8,Yuwwu,c{,tm ,mooq|¡qp,¡tq,¹Omxxº,¡{,nq,_¡:,V{tz¸ ,Wuzpq~sm~¡qz,`qmotq~:,Yuwwu,tm ,{£q~,><,¦qm~ ,{r,
experience and  last taught at Immanuel Lutheran School in Elmhurst, IL.. I am also happy to announce that Caitlyn 
Wheeler has agreed to return to teach PS-3 next year.   

God Bless your summer! 

Principal Green 

New Boards:  ̀tq,r{xx{¤uzs,|{ u¡u{z ,¤q~q,qxqo¡qp,m¡,¡tq,Ym¦,£{¡q~¸ ,yqq¡uzs:,\xqm q,¡tmzw,¡tqy,r{~,¡tqu~,o{z¡uz9
ual service to St. Johņs.  
 
President ¼ Adam Neubauer 
Secretary ¼ Renée Burden 
Elders ¼ Timothy Eischen, Terry Dunn Aaron Doehring, Jarvis Smallfield 
Trustees ¼ Terry Wilczak, Ron Byall, Tim Wier, Don Erber, Robert Kraak 
BoCE ¼ Renée Bohus, Emma Byall, Tom Clark, Kara Clemente, Mickey Maciejewski 
Youth ¼ Vacant Requests were declined 
HK Board ¼ Linda Galek and Tom Clark 
 
Ladies Book Club: In July the Ladies Book Club will be reading Quiet in Her Bones by Nalini Singh. This is a fast 
paced murder mystery set in New Zealand. The Ladies Book Club meets on the last Tuesday of the month at 
7:30PM via Zoom. Please contact Betty Carey if you would like to participate.  



 4 


