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St. John’s Lutheran Church and School     4939 W. Montrose Ave., Chicago, IL 60641     773-736-1112 

Isaiah 55:10-11 ESV 
“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 

and do not return there but to water the earth, making it 
bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and 

bread to the eater, 11so shall my word be that goes out 
from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it 
shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed 

in the thing for which I sent it.” 
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From the Pastor:  
 

Introducing the Catechumenate: The Time of Inquiry 

The Catechumenate is the Church’s way of making and nurturing disciples of Jesus Christ through baptizing 
and teaching. The term Catechumenate comes from the same root word as catechesis, catechism, and cate-
chumen. They all derive from the Greek word katecheō, which is a way of teaching by question and answer. In 
the early days of the church, the Catechumenate was the comprehensive process of teaching the faith. It fo-
cused not only on transmitting the basic information, but also training in all of life. 

The first and longest part of the Catechumenate is the Time of Inquiry. In the early church, the Time of Inquiry 
could last from one to three years as a person new to the Christian faith would explore the stories of the Bi-
ble and the themes of the faith. They would be welcome in the weekly Divine Service, but only up to the Ser-
vice of the Sacrament. The Service of the Word was also known as the Mass of the Catechumens, because 
after the Scriptures and the sermon, the catechumens would be dismissed and the doors would be closed 
and locked for Holy Communion (from where the term “closed communion” originates). 

In contemporary manifestations of the Catechumenate, the Time of Inquiry is less formal and not normally as 
long. However, as our culture becomes more like the culture surrounding the earliest church, a longer Time 
of Inquiry has much to commend it.  

As I am introducing the rhythm of the Catechumenate to St. John’s, I am choosing a shorter Time of Inquiry 
at the outset. Over the first three weeks of February (Feb. 6, 13, 20), I will be presenting the story of Jesus 
as told by one of His own disciples. Jesus Christ, God’s Son, Our Savior is a brief look at the narrative of 
Matthew’s Gospel. 

In the future, however, the Time of Inquiry can expand significantly to include a more comprehensive presen-
tation of the biblical narrative as well as other community and fellowship events meant to connect people to 
this process of becoming a disciple of Jesus. Regardless of its length, the Time of Inquiry is a time for pray-
er, reflection on Scripture, and building relationships.  

This year, I want every active member of St. John’s to take part in this short Time of Inquiry. It would also be 
an excellent time to reach out to a friend or family member to renew or start a new walk with Jesus.  

Next month we’ll look at the Rite of Enrollment, which punctuates the Time of In-
quiry and begins the more formal Time of Catechesis leading to the Rites of Initia-
tion (Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist). 

In Christ, under the Cross, 

Pastor Ehrhard 
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Ladies Book Club: In January the Ladies Book Club will be reading The 
Chaperone by Laura Moriarty. This work of historical fiction covers the 
summer of 1922 when 36 year old Cora, a neighbor of fifteen year old 
Louise Brooks, is hired by her parents to chaperone her as she leaves 
Wichita for New York City to study at the Denishawn school of 
dance. That summer becomes transformative for both Cora and 
Louise. The Ladies Book Club continues to meet of the last Tuesday of 
the month at 7:30PM via ZOOM. Please contact Betty Carey if you 
would like to be included. 

From the Principal: St. John’s Lutheran School will move to remote learning January 4th–7th. This 
decision was made to allow families to travel over Christmas without having to worry about 
quarantining if they will be visiting a state of the City of Chicago’s Travel Advisory. St. John’s will 
return to in-person instruction on Monday, January 10th.   

There are many activities scheduled during January. The 7th and 8th grades basketball season 
begins this month. St. John’s will be hosting an Early Childhood Move Up night on January 12th. 
This event will allow current families as well as new families to meet our early childhood teachers 
as well as our first-grade teacher. Families will have the opportunity to learn about the curricu-
lum in pre-school through first grade. 

St. John’s will be celebrating Lutheran Schools Week during the last week of January. There will 
be many activities for the students to participate in during this week. “In All Things” is the 
theme for the week. The theme reminds us that Christ is in all things, even our celebration of 
Lutheran Schools Week. 

God bless you all and thank you for your support of St. John’s Lutheran School! 

Principal Green 

Thank You: Thanks to everyone who helped over the Advent and Christmas seasons, including 
musicians, church/school faculty, staff, and volunteers of various boards and committees.    

Voters Meeting: We will have a voters meeting on Sunday, January 30th at 9:15AM in the sanc-
tuary (between Services). No Bible Class on January 30th.  

LCMS March for Life, Chicago: Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod January Life Events give Lu-
therans the opportunity to stand up for life. On January 8th in Chicago, a rally will be held to pro-
tect the unborn. See here for additional information: 

 https://www.lcms.org/life-ministry/march-for-life 

 

https://www.lcms.org/life-ministry/march-for-life
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Faith’n’Family—Weekdays @ 10AM CST or ON DEMAND via Website!  
Faith’n’Family is a program that lets family’s keep their Lutheran faith first as we praise God for the gift He has given 
us in our children, parents, grandparents, and even the in-laws!  Every day, Faith’n’Family will have an expert on the 
show to discuss life issues such as money management, dealing with divorce, adoption, how to raise children to lead a 
God-centered life in a very non-Christian world, and more.  And the best part of all, you can be part of the show by call-
ing in with your questions and comments for our expert! While Faith ‘N Family at KFUO is well aware of the fast-paced 
world of today, we want to keep the focus of raising our family and yours on what’s really important—making Christ 
known for generations to come! 
 
Cross Defense—Mondays @ 2pm CST or ON DEMAND via Website!  
When a skeptic questions us about our faith, or when we ourselves have questions about what we believe, how do we 
answer them? Learn how to address modern-day issues and tough arguments levied against faith, and how to engage 
these conversations with intelligence and grace. Join us and discover how to share your faith clearly and lovingly.   
 

Free to be Faithful — 3rd Wednesday of the Month @ 2:30PM CST or ON DEMAND via Website!  
Free to be Faithful is very specific in addressing public policy matters that impact our LCMS community. It is often topi-
cal and linked to contemporary issues, such as political elections or the March for Life. the analytical program regularly 
has experts and observers interpreting the issues at hand and suggesting courses of action. Listen to high-caliber 
guests discussing in-depth knowledge of issues with host Kip Allen.  

Lutheran Radio Station Worldwide KFUO  
Find and Listen at kfuo.org and follow us at Facebook.com/KFUOradio. 

Issues, Etc.—Weekdays @ 3PM CST or ON DEMAND via Web-
site! Christ-centered, Cross-focused talk radio.  

Law and Gospel—Weekdays @ 9:30AM CST or ON DEMAND via 
Website! This is a program that uses the theological distinctions be-
tween Law and Gospel not only to apply the Bible but also to under-
stand our relationship to the holy Trinity, our gracious salvation be-
cause of Jesus Christ and how to interpret reality the way God thinks. 

http://www.des08.com/t/26105464/678089331/25025425/0/
http://www.facebook.com/kfuoradio
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Stewardship Under the Cross, God's Word on How We Use His Gifts  

by HR Curtis 
 

Luther on Tithing and Stewardship 

Martin Luther had much to say about being a good steward of God's gifts. Below are a series of quotations from the great Reformer about 
faithful, Biblical stewards.  

On Vowing to Support the Church with Tithes 

Thus it is said (Prov. 3:9): “Honor the Lord with your substance.” This must be understood not only of words and of the worship of the mouth 
or genuflection but of the deed itself.... Gal. 6:6: “Let him who is taught in the Word share all good things with him who teaches.” Therefore 
when God wants to be honored, then He wants sacrifices to be offered, not only sacrifices of the mouth but also the reverence of the heart, 
yes, the deed itself. He wants us to help the ministry, and He wants everyone to contribute for the purpose of supporting the studies of the 
pupils and of propagating the doctrine. Then God is truly praised and glorified there. Make a vow there, and say: “I promise that I am willing to 
contribute something for the assistance of the churches.” That is St. Jacob’s vow. Therefore this example should be diligently inculcated, name-
ly, that Jacob vows tithes, not in order that God Himself may eat or be enriched; but he gives them to the poor ministers and to those who are 
always the least of the brethren or disciples of Christ on earth. For all other arts are gainful and have their profits. This profession alone is in 
need of bountiful giving. We must live from the altar, as Paul says (1 Cor. 9:13). Accordingly, he who is godly and loves the Word of God con-
tributes something. He who hates the doctrine along with those who teach and learn it robs and despoils. 

Otherwise God has so ordained that we should live from the vows, sacrifices, and alms that are owed to us by divine right. When the godly see 
the poverty and need of the ministers of the church and the school, they make vows and obligate themselves to give tithes, as Jacob gave 
them. (LW v.5)  

On Tithing to Support God's Work in the Church 

Therefore this text shows that Jacob did not make such a foolish and godless vow, but that it was a vow of thanksgiving. For he says: “If I come 
again, etc.” It is as though he were saying: “I shall now obligate myself to pay a debt, and I shall make satisfactory reparation when I return. 
What? I shall build a school and a church here, and I shall give a tithe of bulls and goats and fruits for its establishment and upkeep, likewise a 
tenth part of the milk and the butter.” Of course, God does not need these things. For He does not eat bread or drink wine, as He says in Ps. 
50:13: “Do I eat the flesh of bulls?” What, then, are you doing? I answer that Jacob is already righteous. Accordingly, he does not make a vow 
to placate God by making it; but he wants to do this to give thanks, to glorify God, in order that He may conduct him and bring him back ac-
cording to the promise. Who will receive these tithes? Not the angels, not the sun, not the moon. But he will perform that extraordinary and 
glorious work for the purpose of preserving the ministry and founding churches and schools. . . .This is how Moses should be understood when 
he says (Deut. 23:21): “When you make a vow to the Lord your God, you shall not be slack to pay it.” What does it mean to make a vow to 
God, or whom is Moses addressing when he says: “The Lord your God”? It means to give tithes to the disciples, sons, and wives of the proph-
ets, to the poor and needy. These are the ones who are to be supported by the tithes offered to God, and through these tithes God is support-
ed. For God says: “Whatever you give to the children of the priests and prophets through whom the doctrine is propagated you must regard as 
given to Me, not that I may justify you through this work, but it should be a thanksgiving and a sacrifice of praise because I have justified you 
and have also blessed you in temporal matters. In addition, I shall bless you even more if you give ear to, support, and cherish the poor sons of 
the prophets.” (Luther's Works, vol. 5) 

On Abraham's Stewardship  

This was not the first time that Abraham gave tithes of these to the priest Melchizedek; he did 
so every year. Even before that victory Abraham conducted himself humbly, acknowledged Shem 
as a priest of the Most High, and gave him tithes, as did Lot and the other fathers who lived at 
that time. (LW vol. 2)... To be sure, Abraham had property; but he did not love it, since he 
showed that he was a manager and knew that by God’s will he had been appointed a steward of 
his goods. (LW vol. 30). 


