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Isaiah 55:10-11 ESV
“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there but to water the earth, making it
bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and
bread to the eater, 11so shall my word be that goes out
from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it
shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed
in the thing for which I sent it.”
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From the Pastor: Holy Peace, a Glad New Year
Jesus, guard and guide Thy members,
Fill them with Thy boundless grace,
Hear their prayers in ev’ry place.
Fan to flame faith’s glowing embers;
Grant all Christians, far and near,
Holy peace, a glad new year!
Joy, O joy, beyond all gladness,
Christ has done away with sadness!
Hence, all sorrow and repining,
For the Sun of Grace is shining!

O Rejoice, Ye Christians, Loudly (LSB 897, st. 4)
Most of us will not shed a tear at the turn of the new year. 2020 has brought unprecedented challenges. But
as cross-bearers, we know that there is never a year without challenges. Christians, though, have perpetual
hope because the resurrection of Jesus means all “sorrow and repining” is only for a short time and that God
promises to deliver us from evil. Otherwise, Jesus wouldn’t have included that petition in His Prayer.
We look ahead to 2021 as a year illuminated with the Sun of Grace. The world has some good news for us: a
COVID-19 vaccine is available and most of us will be able to get it by the summer. We anticipate the mitigations we’ve all learned to live with will begin to disappear and we’re looking to return to worship without restrictions sometime in 2021.
This doesn’t mean that we won’t have any lasting changes. In fact, our return to regular will be an excellent
time to assess where we stand as a congregation, to consider how we might boldly step into the future (not
only in a post-COVID-19 world, but in an increasingly post-Christian world).
In the opening months of 2021, we will begin to think about where we go from here. The congregation’s officers will be the first to take up this question, but it will need buy-in from the entire congregation. Our guide
will not be our own thoughts about what the church should be, but God’s Word. As we return to normal in
2021, we may find that we need to challenge the idea of what’s normal. This will be difficult, but being a
cross-bearer isn’t supposed to be easy.
While we are all hoping for some good news in 2021, we know that the Good
News carries us through sadness and brings joy beyond all gladness. Happy
new year.
In Christ,
under the cross,
Pastor Ehrhard
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Ladies Book Club: In January the Ladies Book Club will be reading The Two Family
House by Lynda Cohen Loigman. It is the story of two sister-in-laws who live with their
families in a single home. One snowy day they make a split-second decision which
changes their lives forever. In the book we watch them change and grow over twenty
years as they deal with the consequences of their secret.
The Book Club meets via Zoom on the last Tuesday of the month at 7:30PM. Contact
Betty Carey if you would like to be included.
Voters Meeting: We will have a voters meeting on Sunday, January 24th at 9:15AM in the sanctuary (between Services).
LCMS March for Life, Chicago: Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod January Life Events give Lutherans the opportunity
to stand up for life. On January 23rd in Chicago, a rally will be held to protect the unborn. See here for additional information: https://www.lcms.org/life-ministry/march-for-life
From the Principal: St. John’s will return from Christmas break on Monday, January 4th. We will continue remote instruction until Tuesday, January 19th. St. John’s teachers have done an extraordinary job in continuing to provide a
quality Christian education through these trying times. I am thankful for their professionalism and willingness to
adapt their instructional practices. A few notes regarding remote learning are below.
•

•

•

Remote instruction requires the teachers to work extremely hard. Many of the teachers work well into the night
planning high quality instructional activities.
All of the teachers have conducted on-line parent forums. The purpose of the forums is to check in with parents
to determine if any adjustments need to be made. I have sat in on several of these parents and am proud to inform you that our parents are very thankful for St. John’s teachers and all that they are doing.
Remote instruction also requires many of our parents to adapt their schedules. We could not continue school
without the cooperation of our parents, grandparents, and guardians.

St. John’s has also conducted two fundraisers during this holiday season. The fundraisers aim is to reduce the financial support from the church. Proceeds from the Giving Tuesday event are dedicated to provide funding for St. John’s
fine arts programs. roceeds from the Cookie Walk are dedicated to the Agape Tuition Scholarship Fund. Thank you to
all who supported these fundraisers!
Lastly, I thank you for your continued support for the ministry of St. John’s Lutheran School. Because of your continued support, we have the opportunity to serve 130 students and their families. St. John’s is so blessed to have so
many praying for and financially contributing to our ministry.
Principal Green
Remote Worship Important Announcement: We will continue to stream worship services in 2021. However, we will
NOT be sending weekly emails. To be notified of the remote services, subscribe to the St. John’s YouTube channel
and click the bell for notifications. https://www.youtube.com/user/StJohnsChicagoLCMS/videos
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Lutheran Radio Station Worldwide KFUO
Find and Listen at kfuo.org and follow us at Facebook.com/KFUOradio.

Issues, Etc.—Weekdays @ 3PM CST or ON DEMAND via Website! Christ-centered, Cross-focused talk radio.
Law and Gospel—Weekdays @ 9:30AM CST or ON DEMAND via
Website! This is a program that uses the theological distinctions between Law and Gospel not only to apply the Bible but also to understand our relationship to the holy Trinity, our gracious salvation because of Jesus Christ and how to interpret reality the way God thinks.
Faith’n’Family—Weekdays @ 10AM CST or ON DEMAND via Website!
Faith’n’Family is a program that lets family’s keep their Lutheran faith first as we praise God for the gift He has given
us in our children, parents, grandparents, and even the in-laws! Every day, Faith’n’Family will have an expert on the
show to discuss life issues such as money management, dealing with divorce, adoption, how to raise children to lead a
God-centered life in a very non-Christian world, and more. And the best part of all, you can be part of the show by calling in with your questions and comments for our expert! While Faith ‘N Family at KFUO is well aware of the fast-paced
world of today, we want to keep the focus of raising our family and yours on what’s really important—making Christ
known for generations to come!
Cross Defense—Mondays @ 2pm CST or ON DEMAND via Website!
When a skeptic questions us about our faith, or when we ourselves have questions about what we believe, how do we
answer them? Learn how to address modern-day issues and tough arguments levied against faith, and how to engage
these conversations with intelligence and grace. Join us and discover how to share your faith clearly and lovingly.
Free to be Faithful — 3rd Wednesday of the Month @ 2:30PM CST or ON DEMAND via Website!
Free to be Faithful is very specific in addressing public policy matters that impact our LCMS community. It is often topical and linked to contemporary issues, such as political elections or the March for Life. the analytical program regularly
has experts and observers interpreting the issues at hand and suggesting courses of action. Listen to high-caliber
guests discussing in-depth knowledge of issues with host Kip Allen.
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Stewardship Under the Cross, God's Word on How We Use His Gifts
by HR Curtis

Luther on Tithing and Stewardship
Martin Luther had much to say about being a good steward of God's gifts. Below are a series of quotations from the great Reformer about
faithful, Biblical stewards.
On Vowing to Support the Church with Tithes
Thus it is said (Prov. 3:9): “Honor the Lord with your substance.” This must be understood not only of words and of the worship of the mouth
or genuflection but of the deed itself.... Gal. 6:6: “Let him who is taught in the Word share all good things with him who teaches.” Therefore
when God wants to be honored, then He wants sacrifices to be offered, not only sacrifices of the mouth but also the reverence of the heart,
yes, the deed itself. He wants us to help the ministry, and He wants everyone to contribute for the purpose of supporting the studies of the
pupils and of propagating the doctrine. Then God is truly praised and glorified there. Make a vow there, and say: “I promise that I am willing to
contribute something for the assistance of the churches.” That is St. Jacob’s vow. Therefore this example should be diligently inculcated, namely, that Jacob vows tithes, not in order that God Himself may eat or be enriched; but he gives them to the poor ministers and to those who are
always the least of the brethren or disciples of Christ on earth. For all other arts are gainful and have their profits. This profession alone is in
need of bountiful giving. We must live from the altar, as Paul says (1 Cor. 9:13). Accordingly, he who is godly and loves the Word of God contributes something. He who hates the doctrine along with those who teach and learn it robs and despoils.
Otherwise God has so ordained that we should live from the vows, sacrifices, and alms that are owed to us by divine right. When the godly see
the poverty and need of the ministers of the church and the school, they make vows and obligate themselves to give tithes, as Jacob gave
them. (LW v.5)
On Tithing to Support God's Work in the Church
Therefore this text shows that Jacob did not make such a foolish and godless vow, but that it was a vow of thanksgiving. For he says: “If I come
again, etc.” It is as though he were saying: “I shall now obligate myself to pay a debt, and I shall make satisfactory reparation when I return.
What? I shall build a school and a church here, and I shall give a tithe of bulls and goats and fruits for its establishment and upkeep, likewise a
tenth part of the milk and the butter.” Of course, God does not need these things. For He does not eat bread or drink wine, as He says in Ps.
50:13: “Do I eat the flesh of bulls?” What, then, are you doing? I answer that Jacob is already righteous. Accordingly, he does not make a vow
to placate God by making it; but he wants to do this to give thanks, to glorify God, in order that He may conduct him and bring him back according to the promise. Who will receive these tithes? Not the angels, not the sun, not the moon. But he will perform that extraordinary and
glorious work for the purpose of preserving the ministry and founding churches and schools. . . .This is how Moses should be understood when
he says (Deut. 23:21): “When you make a vow to the Lord your God, you shall not be slack to pay it.” What does it mean to make a vow to
God, or whom is Moses addressing when he says: “The Lord your God”? It means to give tithes to the disciples, sons, and wives of the prophets, to the poor and needy. These are the ones who are to be supported by the tithes offered to God, and through these tithes God is supported. For God says: “Whatever you give to the children of the priests and prophets through whom the doctrine is propagated you must regard as
given to Me, not that I may justify you through this work, but it should be a thanksgiving and a sacrifice of praise because I have justified you
and have also blessed you in temporal matters. In addition, I shall bless you even more if you give ear to, support, and cherish the poor sons of
the prophets.” (Luther's Works, vol. 5)
On Abraham's Stewardship
This was not the first time that Abraham gave tithes of these to the priest Melchizedek; he did
so every year. Even before that victory Abraham conducted himself humbly, acknowledged Shem
as a priest of the Most High, and gave him tithes, as did Lot and the other fathers who lived at
that time. (LW vol. 2)... To be sure, Abraham had property; but he did not love it, since he
showed that he was a manager and knew that by God’s will he had been appointed a steward of
his goods. (LW vol. 30).

