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Matthew 1:20-21 
20 “...that which is conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall 
call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 

from their sins.” 
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Christmas for 12 Days: 

In the world of commerce, the Christmas season begins sometime 
around when the leaves begin to change color and the first products 
hit the shelves to remind you to buy more stuff for Christmas. As a 
cultural celebration, Christmas begins the day after Thanksgiving 
(though sometimes a little earlier if the weather’s nice enough to put 
out the lights and decorations the week before).  

The Church, though, waits. There is an Advent season, after all. For the Church, the Christmas sea-
son begins on Christmas and lasts 12 days. While it isn’t wrong to shop early or to start singing 
carols over Thanksgiving leftovers or to put up the lights before the deep of winter, it’s also good to 
remember that Christmas continues even after everyone’s put away their Christmas jammies. 

This year, Christmas falls on a Sunday, which means its Octave also falls on a Sunday. An Octave is 
the 8 days that follows a festival in the Church Year. There are Octaves of Easter and Pentecost, 
too. The Octave of Christmas is New Year’s Day, but in the church it’s the Feast of the Circumcision 
and Name of Jesus. These are the high points during the 12 days of Christmas and celebrations of 
the Chief Festivals of Christ. 

Because the holidays also fall on Sundays, our evening services for both weeks will transfer to Satur-
day. Christmas Eve services will be on Saturday, December 24th at 4:30PM and 11PM. New Year’s 
Eve services (or, the Eve of the Circumcision and Name of Jesus) will be on Saturday, December 31st 
at 6 p.m. (our regular weekend evening service time).  

Don’t let Christmas end early! Celebrate the whole season and worship the newborn King on the first 
day and the eighth day.  

And while I’m at it, I’ll make an early plug for the Epiphany on Friday, January 6th at 7 p.m. (our week-
night evening service time). 

In Christ, 

under the cross, 

Pastor Ehrhard 
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Ladies Book Club: In December The Ladies Book Club will be reading A 
Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles. This beautifully written novel is 
set during the Bolshevik revolution and the years that follow. In 1922 
Count Alexander Rostov is sentenced by a tribunal to house arrest at 
the Metropol, a grand hotel near the Kremlin. He must now live in an 
attic room during one the tumultuous periods of Russian history. He 
becomes friends with a young girl which ends up changing his life. The 
Ladies Book Club is still meeting via ZOOM on the last Tuesday of the 
month at 7:30PM. Contact Betty Carey if you would like to join us.  
 
From the Principal: The month of December is filled with many different activities at St. John’s. St. 
John’s PTL is hosting an all you can eat pancake and sausage breakfast from 8AM – 12PM (noon) on 
Saturday, December 3rd. Some St. John’s students will showcase their musical talents during the 
breakfast and there will also be a craft fair. Please consider joining us for the breakfast. 

Pastor Ehrhard will be conducting Advent Services during our regular chapel time of 8:45AM. Congre-
gation members are welcome to attend with the school children as we prepare our hearts once again 
for Christmas. Please consider joining the school children for chapel on Wednesdays beginning No-
vember 30th. 

The St. John’s School Christmas Programs will be held on Sunday, December 11th. There will be two 
services with one beginning at 3PM and the second beginning at 6PM. I invite you to join us as the 
children once again share the story of our Savior’s birth.   

 Thank you for your prayers and support! 

Principal Green  
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Stewardship Under the Cross, God's Word on How We Use His Gifts  

by HR Curtis 
 

Overcoming the Fear of Tithing 

Your heart will always go where you put God's money.  

Jesus said that where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. As the hymn verse has it: We give Thee but Thine own. God 
is the ultimate giver of our incomes: all these gifts come from him. To acknowledge this gift and our dependence on the Lord, God 
calls us to give a portion of our income back to Him for the maintenance of His Church. Indeed, the Scriptures are very clear: God 
calls His people to give at least a tithe of their income (10% of whatever “comes in”) back to Him at their place of worship.  

This calls for faith. Do we trust God's Word? Do we trust that what He says is for our benefit, not our harm? If you have never 
tithed before, it can be a scary proposition. Give 10% of my income away!? You've got to be kidding. But God doesn't ever kid us 
in His Word. Instead, He tells us how to live holy and blessed lives full of peace and contentment. Consider these Scriptures: 

Jesus said, "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and 
steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in 
and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also (Matthew 6:19-21). 

"Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. But you ask, 'How do we rob you?' "In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse-- the 
whole nation of you-- because you are robbing me. 10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my 
house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much 
blessing that you will not have room enough for it " (Malachi 3:8-10) .  

On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as each one of you may prosper (1 Corinthi-
ans 16:2) . 

But just as you excel in everything-- in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us --see that 
you also excel in this grace of giving (2 Corinthians 8:7) . 

The point is this: he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one 
must do as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to pro-
vide you with every blessing in abundance, so that you may always have enough of everything and may provide in abundance for 
every good work (2 Cor. 9:6-8) . 

We do not make God poor when we fail to give money to Him properly, but we do make ourselves poor if we do not give according 
to the standards He sets for us in His Word, the Bible. God does not need our money, but we need to give the way the Bible tells 
us to in order to overcome the negative influence money and the things of this world can have on us. 

(continued on next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 

God will never tell us to do something that will be to our harm – He loves us too much for that. Jesus gave His life on the cross 
for me. He loves me and knows what is best for me – so I can know that what He says about stewardship is meant for my benefit. 
He wants my heart to be with Him – and my heart will always follow where I put God's money. Tithing is not easy: it is godly. It will 
change your life. Stepping out in faith always does. You may have to change your lifestyle to accommodate following God's Word in 
this matter. But tithing will change your life in other ways too: it will give you a peace and contentment that can only come from 
actually putting yourself in the hands of the Lord.  

So read through those Scriptures again. Pray through the questions on the next page. And step out in faith this year with giving 
that is in accord with God's Word. And just see if you are not blessed in it.  


