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St. John’s Lutheran Church and School     4939 W. Montrose Ave., Chicago, IL 60641     773-736-1112 

Mark 16:6 ESV 
“Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of 

Nazareth, who was crucified.  
He has risen; he is not here. See the 

place where they laid him.” 
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From the Pastor: 

Resurrection Scars 

Most of you probably don’t know that I have a 12-inch scar on my belly from a major surgery I had 
while I was in college. Doctors discovered a tumor on my liver and they were unsure if it was cancer-
ous or could become cancerous. The good news is that the surgery was a success and after a week 
in the hospital and another three weeks recuperating at home, I was back to my normal routine. And 
since the liver is the only organ that regenerates itself, I’m back to where I was before the surgery 
and without the abnormal liver functions.  

The bad news is that the scar will never go away. And it hurts. Every day. The pain is mostly mild, but 
sometimes a little sharper (especially when I accidentally bump where the incision was). This is one of 
the reasons I look forward to the resurrection. No more scars. 

Since we are dust, and must return to dust, that means that all the defects of our bodies will also 
return to the dust. You probably don’t have a scar like mine but you might have your own reminder of 
mortality. If you don’t know, chances are good that you will. But scars will also return to the dust, 
and the body that the Holy Spirit raises on the Last Day will be free from those marks. 

But there’s one exception.  

Jesus did not return to the dust upon His death. In a little more than 24 hours, He resuscitates. And 
so when He appears to His disciples and shows them His hands and side, the scars of His crucifixion 
remain. When He holds up the bread to bless it, the Emmaus disciples witness the discoloration. 
When He raises His hands to bless the eleven just before He ascends into heaven, they see the 
marks of the nail. As He sits at God’s right hand in heaven, His right hand still has a scar on it. They 
are the resurrection scars. 

That Jesus makes a point of showing His crucifixion scars even in His resurrection indicates that He 
is the crucified one to eternity. The resurrection doesn’t turn back time and nullify the cross. The cru-
cifix is also the sign of the resurrection. Christ is crucified. Christ is risen. Christ is scarred, even as 
we lose our scars, as an eternal testimony to His love, a love that lays down His life for the sake of 
another. 

In Christ, under the cross 

Pastor Erhard 
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From the Principal: Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever 
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live." John 11:25 
 

The students of St. John's will be spending their first week of April on Easter 
break. When we return to school on Monday, April 8th, we will have the opportunity 
to view the solar eclipse with ISO certified glasses. At the end of the week, we will 
participate in our first NID SHINE event - First Responder Appreciation Event from 
9:30-11:00AM.   

On Tuesday, April 16th please join us for Food & Fellowship at Portillo's in Har-
wood Heights for another Give Back Night! Our second opportunity to SHINE for 
the NID will be Wednesday, April 17th after school as our students and families 
spend time cleaning up in the neighborhood. 

If you know of anyone who is looking for a Christian education for the 2024-2025 
school year, please have them join us for our Open House on Thursday, April 
18th. We would love the opportunity to share the good news of our Savior's resur-
rection with new families next year. 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed, Alleluia!  

- Principal Runge 

Ladies Book Club: In March The Ladies Book Club read Vanderbilt: The Rise and Fall 
of an American Dynasty by Anderson Cooper. Cooper is the son of Gloria Vanderbilt. 
This well researched novel brings the good and the bad of the Vanderbilt family to 
life. In April we will be reading Hello Beautiful by Ann Napolitano. This work of fiction 
was endorsed by Oprah's Book Club in 2023.  

The Ladies Book Club continues to meet via ZOOM on the last 
Tuesday of the month at 7:30PM. Please contact Betty Carey if 
you would like to join us.  
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From the Music Director: A huge thank you to the ringers and musicians that contributed 
to this year’s Easter Celebration. Kara, Skylar, Gretal, Cheryl, Karen, Don, Meg, Linnea, 
Sandy, Kathryn, Laura, Julie, Loree, Don, and Ross. It’s always exciting to rehearse and 
play with these groups for Easter.  
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Landscaping Project: In anticipation of our 150th Anniversary celebrations, we have started 
beautifying the grounds of St. John’s with a comprehensive landscape project, starting with 
removing several trees that were preventing grass growth and soil retention. Fifteen yards of 
top soil were added to the lawns in front of the parsonage, the lawn in front of the school, and 
near Laverne. One and a half yards of old soil was removed and two yards of new top soil was 
added to the 4939 walkway flower bed. 

The parsonage lawn will be sodded as soon as Kentucky Blue Grass sod is available, most like-
ly mid-April. In May flowers and shrubs will be planted. 

This is a two-year project with additional seeding next year as well as new flowers and shrubs 
on the Laverne lawn and new annual flowers near the 4939 entrance. 

Another project in consideration is replacing some old aggregate side walk at the top of ramp, 
making it easier to use for handicap access and deliveries. A possible solution is paver bricks. 
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Lutheran Radio Station Worldwide KFUO  
Find and Listen at kfuo.org and follow us at Facebook.com/KFUOradio. 

Issues, Etc.—Weekdays @ 3PM CST or ON DEMAND via Web-
site! Christ-centered, Cross-focused talk radio.  

Law and Gospel—Weekdays @ 9:30AM CST or ON DEMAND via 
Website! This is a program that uses the theological distinctions be-
tween Law and Gospel not only to apply the Bible but also to under-
stand our relationship to the holy Trinity, our gracious salvation be-
cause of Jesus Christ and how to interpret reality the way God thinks. 

Faith’n’Family—Weekdays @ 10AM CST or ON DEMAND via Website!  

Faith’n’Family is a program that lets family’s keep their Lutheran faith first as we praise God for the gift He has given 
us in our children, parents, grandparents, and even the in-laws!  Every day, Faith’n’Family will have an expert on the 
show to discuss life issues such as money management, dealing with divorce, adoption, how to raise children to lead a 
God-centered life in a very non-Christian world, and more.  And the best part of all, you can be part of the show by call-
ing in with your questions and comments for our expert! While Faith ‘N Family at KFUO is well aware of the fast-paced 
world of today, we want to keep the focus of raising our family and yours on what’s really important—making Christ 
known for generations to come! 

Cross Defense—Mondays @ 2pm CST or ON DEMAND via Website!  

When a skeptic questions us about our faith, or when we ourselves have questions about what we believe, how do we 
answer them? Learn how to address modern-day issues and tough arguments levied against faith, and how to engage 
these conversations with intelligence and grace. Join us and discover how to share your faith clearly and lovingly.   

Free to be Faithful — 3rd Wednesday of the Month @ 2:30PM CST or ON DEMAND via Website!  

Free to be Faithful is very specific in addressing public policy matters that impact our LCMS community. It is often topi-
cal and linked to contemporary issues, such as political elections or the March for Life. the analytical program regularly 
has experts and observers interpreting the issues at hand and suggesting courses of action. Listen to high-caliber 
guests discussing in-depth knowledge of issues with host Kip Allen.  

http://www.des08.com/t/26105464/678089331/25025425/0/
http://www.facebook.com/kfuoradio
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April 2024 Stewardship Newsletter from the LCMS 

Whose Is It Anyway? 

If you have ever bought or sold a house, you are acquainted with the concept of a “title search.” 
Before you can sell your house, and before anyone else will feel comfortable putting down the mon-
ey to buy it, you have to prove that you really own it. So a title company looks through the public 
records to ensure that you bought it from the person who really owned it, who bought it from the 
person who really owned it before that, all the way back to the earliest records of your state, in-
cluding when your state was only a territory or colony of England.  

Peak into a preschool classroom during playtime and you’ll see a simplified version of this. A child 
starts playing with a ball, but another child says, “That’s mine: I had it first.”  

You can’t understand the Seventh Commandment without understanding this concept of owner-
ship or title. As the Small Catechism puts it:  

You shall not steal. What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not take 
our neighbor’s money or possessions, or get them in any dishonest way, but help him to improve 
and protect his possessions and income. 

Your neighbor’s possessions are his: you don’t have a right to take them. And likewise, your pos-
sessions are yours. Ownership and property rights are foundational to any functioning society.  

But there is something deeper to know about ownership, and that is the question of who has the 
title and ownership to you? Paul says, “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a 
price” (1 Cor. 6:19–20). 

If you yourself are owned by God, then of course everything that you own, you really only possess 
by God’s leave: all of it, at bottom, belongs to Him since you belong to Him. For you were bought 
with the blood of Christ.  

This notion is the foundation of all Christian stewardship. It all belongs to 
God. It should all be used for things that bring honor to His name, blessings 
to our neighbors and the extension of His kingdom. 


