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Matins 
 

Opening Versicles 
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Psalmody 
 

Antiphon for Easter 
 

 

 
 

Venite 
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Antiphon for Easter 

 

 
 

Additional Psalms Psalm 16; antiphon: v. 11 
 

 
 

1Preserve me, | O God,* 

 for in you I take | refuge. 
2I say to the LORD, “You | are my Lord;* 

 I have no good a- | part from you.” 
3As for the saints | in the land,* 

 they are the excellent ones, 

 in whom is all | my delight. 
4The sorrows of those who run after another god shall | multiply;* 

 their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out 

 or take their names | on my lips. 
5The LORD is my chosen portion | and my cup;* 

 you | hold my lot. 
6The lines have fallen for me in pleasant | places;* 

 indeed, I have a beautiful in- | heritance. 
7I bless the LORD who gives me | counsel;* 

 in the night also my heart in- | structs me. 
8I have set the LORD always be- | fore me;* 

 because he is at my right hand, I shall not be | shaken. 
9Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being re- | joices;* 

 my flesh also | dwells secure. 
10For you will not abandon my soul | to Sheol,* 

 or let your holy one see cor- | ruption. 
11You make known to me the | path of life;* 

 in your presence there is fullness of joy; 

 at your right hand are pleasures for- | evermore. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son 

 and to the Holy | Spirit. 

as it was in the be-  |  ginning; 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
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Office Hymn 467 Awake, My Heart, with Gladness 
 

 

 

 

 
 

5 The world against me rages, 

    Its fury I disdain; 

Though bitter war it wages, 

    Its work is all in vain. 

My heart from care is free, 

No trouble troubles me. 

    Misfortune now is play, 

    And night is bright as day. 

 

6 Now I will cling forever 

    To Christ, my Savior true; 

My Lord will leave me never, 

    Whate’er He passes through. 

He rends death’s iron chain; 

He breaks through sin and pain; 

    He shatters hell’s grim thrall; 

    I follow Him through all. 

 

7 He brings me to the portal 

    That leads to bliss untold, 

Whereon this rhyme immortal 

    Is found in script of gold: 

“Who there My cross has shared 

Finds here a crown prepared; 

    Who there with Me has died 

    Shall here be glorified.” 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Readings 
 

Reading Isaiah 25:6–9 
 

6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 

 a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, 

 of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 
7And he will swallow up on this mountain 

 the covering that is cast over all peoples, 

 the veil that is spread over all nations. 

 8He will swallow up death forever; 

and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, 

 and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, 

 for the LORD has spoken. 
9It will be said on that day, 

 “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. 

 This is the LORD; we have waited for him; 

 let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 
 

Hymn 477 Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven 
 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, 3) and tune: Public domain 

Text (st. 2): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001148 
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Reading 1 Corinthians 15:1–11 
 

 1Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you 

received, in which you stand, 2and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to 

the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 

 3For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died 

for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised 

on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, 

then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one 

time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7Then he appeared 

to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared 

also to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, 

because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am, 

and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of 

them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether then it was 

I or they, so we preach and so you believed. 
 

Hymn 457 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 
 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Reading 1 Corinthians 15:12–25 
 

 12Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that 

there is no resurrection of the dead? 13But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then 

not even Christ has been raised. 14And if Christ has not been raised, then our 

preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. 15We are even found to be 

misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he 

did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 16For if the dead are not raised, 

not even Christ has been raised. 17And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile 

and you are still in your sins. 18Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have 

perished. 19If in this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be 

pitied. 

 20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have 

fallen asleep. 21For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection 

of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23But 

each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to 

Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after 

destroying every rule and every authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has 

put all his enemies under his feet. 
 

Hymn 466 Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia 
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Text: © 1977 Howard S. Olson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001148 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Reading 1 Corinthians 15:26–41 
 

 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  27For “God has put all things in 

subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain 

that he is excepted who put all things in subjection under him. 28When all things are 

subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things 

in subjection under him, that God may be all in all. 

 29Otherwise, what do people mean by being baptized on behalf of the dead? If the 

dead are not raised at all, why are people baptized on their behalf? 30Why am I in 

danger every hour? 31I protest, brothers, by my pride in you, which I have in Christ 

Jesus our Lord, I die every day! 32What do I gain if, humanly speaking, I fought with 

beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we 

die.” 33Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.” 34Wake up from your 

drunken stupor, as is right, and do not go on sinning. For some have no knowledge of 

God. I say this to your shame. 

 35But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they 

come?” 36You foolish person! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37And 

what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of 

some other grain. 38But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of 

seed its own body. 39For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind for humans, 

another for animals, another for birds, and another for fish. 40There are heavenly 

bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is of one kind, and the glory 
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of the earthly is of another. 41There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the 

moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory. 
 

Hymn 805 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Reading 1 Corinthians 15:42–50 
 

 42So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised 

is imperishable. 43It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is 

raised in power. 44It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a 

natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45Thus it is written, “The first man Adam 

became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46But it is not the 

spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the spiritual. 47The first man was from 

the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. 48As was the man of dust, so 

also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who 

are of heaven. 49Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also 

bear the image of the man of heaven. 

 50I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor 

does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 
 

Hymn 464 The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Reading 1 Corinthians 15:51–57 
 

 51Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52in 

a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, 

and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53For this 

perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on 

immortality. 54When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on 

immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: 

“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
55“O death, where is your victory? 

 O death, where is your sting?” 
56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57But thanks be to God, 

who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Hymn 459 Christ Is Arisen 
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Tune: Public domain 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001148 

 

Reading John 20:1–18 
 

 1Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it 

was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2So she ran 

and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said 

to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they 

have laid him.” 3So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward 

the tomb. 4Both of them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter 

and reached the tomb first. 5And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying 

there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the 

tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7and the face cloth, which had been on 

Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8Then the 

other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 
9for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 
10Then the disciples went back to their homes. 

 11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look 

into the tomb. 12And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had 

lain, one at the head and one at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you 
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weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know 

where they have laid him.” 14Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 

standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are 

you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said 

to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will 

take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, 

“Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have 

not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am 

ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18Mary 

Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he 

had said these things to her. 
 

Responsory for Easter 
 

 

 

 
 

Sermon 
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Canticle 
 

Te Deum 
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E-Offering 
 

Your generosity supports the ongoing mission and ministry of St. John’s Lutheran Church and 

School, even as we are scattered to our homes to wait for the Lord. Contributions may be made by 

mail 4939 W Montrose Ave | Chicago, IL 60641 or an online gift can be made by visiting 

www.stjohnschicago.org/give.  
 

 

Prayer 
 

Litany of the Resurrection 
 

A O Lord,   C  have mercy. 

A O Christ,   C  have mercy. 

A O Lord,   C  have mercy. 

http://www.stjohnschicago.org/give
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A Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C hear us. 

A Paschal Lamb, who was offered for us and has taken away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who was crucified for our transgressions and raised for our justification, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who foretold Your passion saying, “The Son of Man must be crucified and on the 

third day rise again,” 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who destroyed death by dying, and by rising to life again brought life and 

immortality to light, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Whose resurrection was first announced by an angel to the women, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who appeared to Mary Magdalene and was worshiped by her, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who revealed Yourself to the two disciples on the Emmaus road and made 

Yourself known to them in the Scriptures and in the breaking of the bread, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who appeared to the disciples, bestowing on them Your peace and Your Spirit, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who showed Your wounded hands and side to the apostle Thomas that he too 

might believe, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who appeared to seven disciples on the Sea of Tiberias, bringing a miraculous 

catch of fish, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who appeared to Peter and to the Twelve, to over 500 disciples, to James and to 

all the apostles, and to Paul on the Damascus road, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who commissioned Your Church to make disciples of all nations by baptizing and 

teaching them, 

C have mercy on us. 

A By Your glorious resurrection from the dead, 

C good Lord, deliver us. 

A By Your victory over sin and death, 

C good Lord, deliver us. 

A By the majesty of Your risen body, 

C good Lord, deliver us. 

A We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, Lord Jesus. 

A That we may daily die and rise with You in our Baptism and walk in the freedom 

of Your forgiveness, 

C grant us, good Lord. 
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A That we may set our minds on things above and not on earthly things, serving 

others as we have been served by You, 

C grant us, good Lord. 

A That we may dwell with You forever in the new creation as citizens of the 

heavenly Jerusalem, together with all the saints, 

C grant us, good Lord. 

A Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 
 

A O Lord,   C  have mercy. 

A O Christ,   C  have mercy. 

A O Lord,   C  have mercy. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Collects 
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Collect of the Day 
 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, You overcame 

death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life. We humbly pray that we may 

live before You in righteousness and purity forever; through the same Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Collect 
 

P O God, for our redemption You gave Your only-begotten Son to the death of the 

cross and by His glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of the enemy. 

Grant that all our sin may be drowned through daily repentance and that day by 

day we may arise to live before You in righteousness and purity forever; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Collect for Grace 
 

L O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely 

brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty 

power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of 

danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be 

righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus 
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Benediction 
 

 

 

 
 

Hymn to Depart 490 Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won 
 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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