
Procession of Palms 
 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 
  

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C Hosanna to the Son of David. 
 

P Let us pray. 

Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, 

gathered to greet Your dearly beloved Son when He came into His Holy City, 

grant that we may ever hail Him as our King and, when He comes again, may go 

forth to meet Him with trusting and steadfast hearts and follow Him in the way 

that leads to eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Holy Gospel John 12:12–19 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

P  12The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was 

coming to Jerusalem. 13So they took branches of palm trees and went out to 

meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord, even the King of Israel!” 14And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, 

just as it is written, 
15“Fear not, daughter of Zion; 

behold, your king is coming, 

 sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 
16His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was 

glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written about him 

and had been done to him. 17The crowd that had been with him when he called 

Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to bear witness. 
18The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done 

this sign. 19So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are gaining 

nothing. Look, the world has gone after him.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
  

P Let us go forth in peace, 

C in the name of the Lord. 
 

 

 



Processional Hymn 442 All Glory, Laud, and Honor 
 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Greeting 
 

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C Hosanna in the highest. 
 

A time of silence may be observed to highlight the contrast between Jesus’ triumphal entry and His 

passion. 
 

Collect of the Day 
 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take 

upon Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that 

we may follow the example of His great humility and patience and be made 

partakers of His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 



Epistle Philippians 2:5–11 
 

 5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he 

was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but 

made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 
8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 

point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly exalted him and 

bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every 

tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Verse for Lent 
 

C Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 

and abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in steadfast love. 
 

Holy Gospel John 12:20–43 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 20Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. 21So 

these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish 

to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 
23And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 
24Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it 

remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Whoever loves his life loses it, and 

whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26If anyone serves me, 

he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, 

the Father will honor him. 

 27“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? 

But for this purpose I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a 

voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd 

that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has 

spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not mine. 
31Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. 32And 

I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to 

show by what kind of death he was going to die. 34So the crowd answered him, “We 

have heard from the Law that the Christ remains forever. How can you say that the 

Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” 35So Jesus said to them, “The 

light is among you for a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, lest 

darkness overtake you. The one who walks in the darkness does not know where he is 

going. 36While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of 

light.” 



 When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from them. 
37Though he had done so many signs before them, they still did not believe in him, 
38so that the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

“Lord, who has believed what he heard from us, 

 and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” 
39Therefore they could not believe. For again Isaiah said, 

40“He has blinded their eyes 

 and hardened their heart, 

lest they see with their eyes, 

 and understand with their heart, and turn, 

 and I would heal them.” 
41Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory and spoke of him. 42Nevertheless, 

many even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the Pharisees they did 

not confess it, so that they would not be put out of the synagogue; 43for they loved 

the glory that comes from man more than the glory that comes from God. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Hymn of the Day 438 A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001148 

 



Sermon 
 

E-Offering 
 

Your generosity supports the ongoing mission and ministry of St. John’s Lutheran Church and 

School, even as we are scattered to our homes to wait for the Lord. Contributions may be made by 

mail 4939 W Montrose Ave | Chicago, IL 60641 or an online gift can be made by visiting 

www.stjohnschicago.org/give.  
 

Nicene Creed 
 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 
  

http://www.stjohnschicago.org/give


Brief silence 
 

P For the Holy Church as she marks Holy Week, especially for those who are not 

able to gather in person, that we would rejoice greatly over our King, who saved 

us with His perfect life and sacrificial death, and who comes to us humbly and 

continually in His Holy Word and Sacraments, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For our Christian lives, that we would be granted faithfulness in times of 

temptation, repentance and forgiveness when we fall, love for all our brothers 

and sisters in Christ, reconciliation with those from whom we are alienated, and 

boldness to confess the faith we have in Christ, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the members of this congregation, that we would be given faithful and 

generous hearts to prayerfully and financially support the mission and ministry of 

our Lord in this place and abroad, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For all whom our Father has given authority in civil governments, that He would 

guide their decisions and desires so that life is defended, justice upheld and the 

will of Him before whom all knees will bow is done, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For those who live without faith in Christ, that the Holy Spirit would call them to 

repentance and give them the gift of faith to believe in the One who comes in the 

name of the Lord, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For those stricken by disease, especially the novel coronavirus; for those enduring 

famine, unemployment, scarcity and other disaster; for those in bondage; and for 

the lonely, isolated, fearful and those in any need, [especially those who have 

requested our prayers, including _____________,] that our heavenly Father would 

hear our pleas and spare us, leading us to rejoice in Him who never fails us in our 

time of need, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the faithful as they await the time to receive the Sacrament of Christ’s body 

and blood once again as the body of Christ, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For those who have departed this vale of tears in faith and now sleep in Jesus, let 

us give thanks to the Lord; that He would shepherd us in that same faith until our 

last hour, bringing us, with them, into His Kingdom, which has no end, let us pray 

to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy.  
 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

  



Collect for the Word 
 

P Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. 

Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that, 

by patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast 

the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart 441 Ride On, Ride On in Majesty 
 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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